little more than a child in arms. Most curious
is it that his going should have resulted from
the foreclosure of a mortgage. This mortgage
had been given in the late Colonial period by
George Croghan, and covered a vast tract of
native forest lands in Otsego. In these lands,
through the foreclosure, Cooper's father, soon
after the Revolution, acquired a large interest,
which led him to abandon his home of ease and
refinement in Burlington, New Jersey, and found
a new, and, as it proved to be, a permanent
one in the unpeopled wilderness at the foot of
Otsego Lake. Except for this accident of for-
tune, Leatherstocking and his companions of
the forest never could have been created by the
pen of Cooper.
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